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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00526 05I030Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI 10-14 ISO-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-I5 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DHA-02 PRS-01 PA-02 MCT-OI 
/065 W 

106754 0522I7Z/72 

R 050853Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2640 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USUN NEW YORK 219 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0526 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SF 

SUBJ: DENTIST DIES AFTER FOUR HOURS IN DETENTION 

1 . AUGUST 4 PRESS REPORTED DR. HOOSEN HAFEJEE, A DENTIST AT 
DURBAN'S KING GEORGE V HOSPITAL, WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS DURBAN 
CELL EOUR HOURS AFTER BEING DETAINED BY POLICE. HE REPORTEDLY 
WAS ARRESTED AROUND MIDNIGHT AUGUST 3 AND HELD UNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OP THE NEW CRIMINAL PROCEDURES ACT ON A PENDING 
CHARGE UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT. AT 4 AM A WARDEN FOUND HIM 
HANGING FROM A LEG OF HIS TROUSERS, WHICH WERE ATTACHED TO 
HIS CELL DOOR. ACCORDING TO A POLICE SPOKESMAN THE POST 
MORTEM EXAMINATION BY A STATE PATHOLOGIST REVEALED THAT 
"THE CAUSE OF DEATH WAS CONSISTENT WITH HANGING". HOWEVER 
AN INDEPENDENT PORT MORTEM BY A MEDICAL SPECIALIST AND A 
PRIVATE DOCTOR REPORTEDLY FOUND NUMEROUS ABRASIONS AND BRUISES 
ON DR. HAPEJEE'S BODY. AN INQUEST WILL BE HELD LATER THIS 

MONTH. OPPOSITION PARTY SPOKESMEN, COMMENTING ON HAFEJEE'S 
DEATH, THE 15TH IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS OF PERSONS HELD UNDER 
SECURITY LEGISLATION, CALLED FOR A SPECIAL JUDICIAL INQUIRY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DURBAN 00526 051030Z 

INTO DEATHS IN DETENTION. 

2. RELIABLE CONGEN SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT 
HAFEJEE WAS APOLITICAL AND NOT A MEMBER OP ANY POLITICAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. WE WILL FOLLOW AND REPORT DEVELOPMENTS IN CASE. 
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